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MY CHALLENGE

Sultana Razia

Doctoral Course of Graduate School of
Human Culture

|-am Sultana Razia, a final Year Doctoral Student of Graduate
School of Human Culture at Nara Womenis University, Nara. |
belong from Bangladesh, the World's most densely populated
and under-development country, with almost half of its popula-
tion surviving below the poverty line. It is located in southeast-
ern region of Asia, and out of the total population of 130 mil-
lion, 19 million are of school goings. The rate of literacy, even
today is lesser than the illiteracy. The traditional and common
mentality of the majorities also considers the education to girls
a sin. Today, More than 2.00 million girls don't have even pri-
mary schooling. Similar to many under-developing countries of
the world, women education is lag far behind as compare to
that of men.

| was born on February 15, 1972 in the city of Mymensigh, sit-
uated 102 km, from the capital city Dhaka. My family living was
middle class and income resources were quite sufficient for
comfortable living. | grew up in that society where the main atti-
tude of family heads towards a daughter is never favorable as
compared to sons. The girls are considered only to be trained
as household ladies, and could only improve their status after
the marriage. Since my childhood, |

was so brilliant and shining stu-

dent and got special attention of

my- parents. My parents provided

me all the facilities to study hard

and | made all possible efforts to

show them the good results. | was

awarded with merit scholarship in

5th year of my elementary school. That achievement was an en-
couragement, and | continued my studies with further enthu-
siasm i.e. from highly school to college and university level. |
completed my education throughout securing first class and
with good grade.

The main aim of my life was education in the field of medical
sciences, with special reference to Animal Husbandry. My stud-
ies in specific field were highly encouraged and supported by
my kind father who himself is a senior most medical doctor. |
got admitted in the Faculty of Animal Husbandry, Bangladesh
Agricultural University, a renowned educational institution in
Southeast Asia. Immediately, after the successful completion
of my Graduation, | got married with Mr. Ahmad Jalaluddin. At
the time of marriage, my husband was student in a Japanese
University. Just after two months of my wedding ceremony, |
accompanied with my beloved husband to Japan.

The year of 1999 was a significant and turning point of my life,
| got a golden chance to avail the higher education in Japanese

B|%Er kb 2003 Vo.72

University. In-fact, it was a good opportunity to improve my edu-
cation and also to see the living and education system of the
technologically most advanced country of the world. During my
stay and study in Japan | was astonished, that how much the
Japanese people are dedicated, devoted, determined, honest,
cooperative, sincere, and gentle. It was really a new experience
for me to observe the kind and polite relationship between stu-
dents and university teachers. | found the professors how free,
frank and open heart to their students regarding the academic
studies, and even more helpful

in personal problems of their

students. | also find the Japa-

nese students, as most cordial,

helping mind with foreigner stu-

dents. This all was the basic

source of inspiration and attrac-

tion to be a student in Japa-

nese University.

During my studies in Shimane University, | had to face many
problems in a totally new and different environment. As | was a
novice to the modern technigues and the most latest equip-
ment for experimentation and investigations. | had to spend a
lot of time in laboratories, even some times from morning to
late night to complete my research work and assignments.
Lack of Japanese language was also a serious problem for me
to communicate with all my laboratory members for smooth
learning and successful achievements. During the coarse of my
studies, | became pregnant. Being a pregnant lady, | really ex-
perienced that how difficult is to maintain the normal life rou-
tine. Also as a student with pregnancy, | had to carry out my ex-
periments in the muddy paddy fields. Although that all was un-
bearable and | was not in a position to do all such activities.
But, | accept it as a challenge to upgrade my future. After fac-
ing all such difficulties, finally | successfully completed my Gra-
duation, but at the same time gave birth to my baby.

The year 2001, brought another Fortune of my career, that |
got nice opportunity to join the Ph.D. course in Nara Women's
University, under the kind guidance of a renowned scholar and
genius professor Dr. Tadashi Oishi. | entered university for the
Doctoral Course with a baby of one-month age. When | started
my course as private student, without any scholarship and fi-
nancial support, also my baby was sick and that time was really
of hardships for me. But all that became easier to me with the
kind guidance, support and cooperation of my Supervisor and
his wife i.e. Mr. & Mrs. Tadashi Qishi, and | do not have words to
express my gratitude for their continuous help. Now | am a final
year Ph.D. student and has to study a lot to complete my re-
search work and experiments, and now it is disclosed to me
that | am bearing 2nd baby.

During the last 3 years | am fighting on different sectors, i.e. |
am a household wife responsible for all related jobs; | am a
mother and have to take care of a small baby, | am a pregnant
and suffering from some problems, and above all also a doctoral
students. The maintenance of all these at a time is a great
challenge for me. But | never loose heart and keep my nerves
strong and also trying my level best to maintain all these re-
sponsibilities in a successful manner. | am committed to face
all these challenges with my strong will, open heart and kind co-
operation of my husband, supervisor, and my laboratory collea-
gues.
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